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INTRODUCTION

* Case system links a noun phrase with other parts of a sentence
through inflectional markers, or a word, which may be called as

adposition including preposition and postposition.

® In Indian languages, especially Indo-Aryan and Dravidian families
of languages, there are two layers of case marking elements

namely, inflectional case and postpositions.

* Commenting on the inadequacy of the treatment of case

formation by the traditional grammarians in Dravidian, Caldwell

(1856)




SIMPLE POSTPOSITIONS

® There is a word root or stem, infinitive and participle

forms are called simple postpositions

® There are seventy eight postpositions classified as simple
postpositions in Tamil. There are tuther classified into five
groups
® nominative noun phrase
® oblique noun phrase
® accusative noun phrase
® dative noun phrase

° Structurally overlapping postpositions




AFTER NOMINATIVE NOUN PHRASE

® There are fifteen forms of nominative noun phrase
postpositions aRa,an’Ru,Aka, Ara, in’Ri, uTpala, en’a,
kazintu, kARum, cUza, toTTu, tORum, mutal, varai and

VCIZi)/E .

Examp]e:

aRa ‘without’
[EkumAn’  pizai(y) aRa tamiz  pEcin’Ar
Lehmann mistake without Tamil speak-pst-3hs

‘Lehmann spoke Tamil without mistake.’




AFTER OBLIQUE NOUN PHRASE

® There are seventeen forms of oblique noun phrase
ulaiya, UTE, kaN, kUTa,

postpositions  ilam, ulan’,
nin Ru, neluka, pakkam, pali, pAl, poruTlu, pOtu, mltu,
mUlam, mEl and vaziyE

Examp]e:

® ;Jam ‘with’
ungkaL ilam  paNam irukkiRatA?
you with money be-pr-3ns-q

‘Do you have money with you?’




ACCUSATIVE CASE MARKER IS
OBLIGATORY

® There are six forms of postpositions oT7Ti, ottu, cuRRi,

poRuttu, mun’n’iTTu, and vila

® Fxam ple:

oTTi ‘near’
velLLi  aruviyai oTTi Izampj vEl amaikkappa TukiRatu
Silver falls-acc near wired fence construct—inf—pass—pr—3ns

‘A wire fence is being constructed near the Silver falls’




ACCUSATIVE CASE MARKER IS OPTIONAL

®There are eight forms of postpositions ulLiTla, kuRittu,
koNTu, tavira, nOkki, paRRi, pOl and viTITu

Example:
®ulliTTa ‘including’
vElu  tamiz(ai) ulliTla pala mozikalil

Velu Tamil(-acc) including many languages-loc

ulLa kataikalai  ArAykiRAr

be.pr-adj stories-acc analyse-pr-3hs

"Velu analyses the stories found in many languages including

Tamil.




DATIVE CASE MARKER IS OBLIGATORY

There are twenty forms of postpositions appAl,

appuRam, Aka, An’a, ukanta, uriya, ul, ulLLa, en’Ru

b/

en'a, ERpa, ERRa, oppa, klz, takka, nErE, patil,

piRaku, mEl and veLiyE

Example:

appAl ‘avvay’
mekkAvil iruntu 520 kilOmlIT larukku appA] metin’A ul Latu
Mecca-loc from 520 kilometers-dat away Medina be.pr-3ns

‘Medina is situated 520 kilometers away from Mecca.




DATIVE CASE MARKER IS OPTIONAL

® There are nine forms of postpositions arukE, ilaiyE,
etirE, kuRukkE, naTuvE, pin’and mun’

Example:

arukE ‘near’
kOpAlan’ paTTaNatt(in’)(ku) —arukE vacikkiRAn’
Gopal  city(-eup)(-dat) near reside-pr-3ms
‘Gopal resides near the city.




STRUCTURALLY OVERLAPPING
POSTPOSITIONS

®There are certain postpositions, such as aTuttu ‘next to’,
an’Ri ‘except’ and iruntu ‘from’, which are found to
structurally overlap without any change of meaning.

Exam ple:

aluttu ‘hnext to’

® After accusative
araNman’ai)/ai aluttu mutalamaiccar mALikai iruntatu
palace—acc next to Chief Minister bungalow be—pst—3ns

“There was the Chief Minister’s bungalovv next to the

palace.




STRUCTURALLY OVERLAPPING
POSTPOSITIONS...

® After dative

Examp] e:

cIn’arkalukku aTuttu rAkke I'laip payan ’pa Tutti)/avarkal
Chinese-dat  next to rocket-acc use-pst-rp-pro
intiarkaltAn’

Indians—emp

‘It is only Indians who used rockets next to Chinese.’




COMPOUND POSTPOSITIONS

There are twenty nine postpositions classified as compound
postpositions in Tamil. There are again four types it consist of

word in addition to suffixes are called compound postpositions.
There are two types of compound postposition namely a.) Form

with suftfixes b.) Form with form

® Form with sutfixes

nominative noun phrase
oblique noun phrase
accusative noun phrase

dative noun phrase




AFTER NOMINATIVE NOUN PHRASE

® There are nine forms of nominative noun phrase postpositions
ala(EkalAka, aLavil, IRAka, kaNakkil, tolarpAka, nIngkalAka, pAT TiRku,
mukamAka, and vAEkkil.

Exam ple:

alangkalAka ‘including’

urulLaikkizangku aTangkalAka an’aittuk kAykaRikalukkum
Potato including  all vegetables-dat-incl
variccalukai ~ vENTum en’Ru  vivacAyikal kOrin’Arkal
tax exemption must that farmers demand-pst-3hp
“The farmers demanded for tax exemption of all vegetables

including potato.’




AFTER OBLIQUE NOUN PHRASE

There are twenty five forms of primary postpositions aTippalaiyil,
aliyAka, aLavil, aLaviRku, iTam, ulan’, uTaiya, UTE, kaN, kAraNamAka,
kUTa, cArpil, nin’Ru, neTuka, pakkam, pali, pAl, poruTTu, pEril, pOtu,
mltu, mUlam, mEl , vaziyE and vAyilAka

Example:

aTippalaiyil ‘on the basis of”

intiyAvil mozikal(-in’) alippalaiyil mAnila(Ekal
India-loc languages(-eup) on the basis of  states

pirikkappaTTulLan’a
divide-inf-pass-pst-vp-pert-3np

‘“The states of India have been divided on the basis of languages.’




ACCUSATIVE CASE MARKER IS OBLIGATORY

There are three forms of postpositions aTiyoRRi, kAT Tilum and

poRuttavami

Example:

aTiyoRRi ‘following’

mEn’ATTuk kaviarkalai aTi)/ORRit tamizil kavitaikal
Western poets-acc following Tamil-loc poems
ezutappa Tukin’Ran’a

write-inf-pass-pr-3np

‘Poems are written in Tamil following the Western poets.’




DATIVE CASE MARKER IS OPTIONAL

e There are two forms of postpositions aTiyil and pakkattil
occurring after dative case marker (optional) and they are
presented below in their order with example:

Example:

aTiyil ‘below’

maNlapatt(in’)(ku) aliyil ~ curangkappAtai ulLatu
hall(-eup)(-dat) below underground passage be.pr-3ns

“There is an underground passage below the hall’’




FORM WITH ‘IRUNTU’ POSTPOSITIONS

® There are two types and thirty seven postpositions in the class.
v'locative postposition with iruntu,
v nEr with locative postpositions
® locative postposition with iruntu there are twenty three forms of

postpositions occurring after locative forms (optional) and they

are presented For example:

Example:

muttu kalal aTi)/jl iruntu etukkappaTukiRatu
Perl sea  bottom from take-inf pass-prs-3ns

“The Perl getting from the sea.




FORM WITH ‘IRUNTU’ POSTPOSITIONS...

aliyil iruntu ‘from bottom’
allmaiyil iruntu ‘from near’
appdl iruntu ‘from away’
arukAmaiyil iruntu ‘from nearby’
arukE iruntu ‘from near’
ilam iruntu ‘from with’
ilaiyE iruntu ‘from amidst’
ula/l iruntu ‘from with’
ul  iruntu ‘from inside’
UlE iruntu ‘from through’
etiril iruntu ‘from against’

etirE iruntu ‘from opposite to’




FORM WITH IRUNTU POSTPOSITIONS...

kiz iruntu
kuRukkE iruntu
naluvE iruntu
pakkattil iruntu
pakkam iruntu
pifliruntu
mitu iruntu
mutal iruntu
mull iruntu
mEl iruntu

VeLi)/E iruntu

‘from under’
‘from across’
‘from in the middle of’
¢ )
from near
‘from towards’
‘from behind’
‘from on’
‘from from'
‘from before'

¢ )
from on

‘from outside’




NER WITH LOCATIVE POSTPOSITIONS

® There are twenty three forms of postpositions occurring
after locative forms (optional) and they are presented For

example:

en irkkaikku nEr mEIE minviciRi  cuRRukiRtu

My site-dat just above fan route-prs-3ns

“The fan routing above my site.’




NER WITH LOCATIVE POSTPOSITIONS...

® nEr appal ‘just away’

® nEr arukE ‘just near’

® nErulE ‘just inside’

® nFEr etirQka ‘just against’

® nFEr etirE ‘just opposite to’
® nEr kizE ‘just under’

® nEr kuRukkE ‘just across’

® nErnaluvE ‘just in the middle of’
® nEr pakkattil ‘just near’

® nErpill ‘just behind’

® nEr maRdka ‘just against’

® nErmull ‘just betore'

® nEr mE] ‘just on’

® nEr veliyE ‘just outside’




CONCLUSION

® The diachronic and synchronic (morphology, syntax and
semantics) aspects of postpositions have been analyzed in

detail and reported in this study.

¢ [t would be further enriching if the cognitive and pragmatic

aspects of postpositions are taken up for future research.
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